I. THE SPICE-TRADE IN ANTIQUITY AND
DURING THE MIDDLE AGES.

(With two maps.)

Parts of plants as well as natural plant products which have
been used since antiquity on account of their agreeable odor, their
pleasant taste, or their medicinal virtue, enter the world's com-
merce up to the present time in their original form, being either
previously dried, or prepared in some other expedient manner.
The essential constituents of these crude materials (drugs), the
aromatic volatile oils, the resins, gum resins, bitter principles,
alkaloids, and glucosides, have been recognized in the course of
the development of the natural sciences. With the improvements
in technology they have gradually been prepared in a purer and
better condition.

Of these various products of the plant world, the spices and
aromatics have from the very beginning ministered to the needs
and welfare of man, and have, therefore, been appreciated by
him in a special degree. As a result, they have always been a
prominent and influential factor in the intercourse of nations as
well as in the world's commerce. After several thousand years
of knowledge and actual use of the spices in their original form,
their essential constituents, the volatile oils, have since the middle
ages and more particularly in modern times been successfully
isolated and utilized.

In a treatise on volatile oils, a brief historical retrospect of
the origin of and commerce in the bearers of these products,
viz. the spicks and aromatics, may be regarded as eminently
proper. This all the more, since in this branch of knowledge
as well as in others the historical element constitutes a valuable
basis for a proper understanding and investigation.
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